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the  responsibility for its consequences, which  may
much farther-reaching in other domains than in the
under dispute.

Moreover, the board character of the ministry, with, its-
majority votes, daily compels him to compromise and
render to his colleagues, in accordance with the
ministerial constitution. A real responsibility in
politics can only be undertaken by one single direct: I nig"
minister, never by a numerous board with majority votings
The decision as to paths and bypaths often depends on.
slight but decisive changes, sometimes even on the tone:
and choice of expressions in an international document*
Even the slightest departure from the right line of ton
causes the distance from it to increase so rapidly that
abandoned clue cannot be recovered, and the return to
bifurcation, where it was left behind, becomes impossible-
The customary official secrecy conceals for whole genejra.-
tions the circumstances under which the track was loft ;
and the result of the uncertainty in which the operative
connexion of things remains, produces in leading minis-
ters, as was the case with many of my predecessors, an
indifference to the material side of business, as soon a.s
the formal side has been settled by a royal signature or
by parliamentary votes. In the case of others, the con-
flict between their own feeling of honour, and the coim-
plications caused by the questions of jurisdiction, indmoes
fatal nervous fevers, as in the case of Count Brandenburg*
or symptoms of brain-disease, as in some of his prede-
cessors.

It is hard to assign justly the responsibility for
policy during the reign of Frederick William IV.

manly speaking, it must rest mainly on the King, for*
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